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Changes for 2018-2019
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Beginning with 2018-2019, language proficiency assessment 
committee (LPAC) decisions will be applicable for all assessments 
administered in the 2018-2019 school year (December 2018, April/May 
2019, and June 2019). 



LPAC’s Role and Collaboration with Others
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▪ The LPAC’s role should not be to simply make decisions and process 
paperwork.

▪ The LPAC should –

▪ provide opportunities to guide teachers, 

▪ support the English language proficiency standards (ELPS), and 

▪ determine needs for professional development. 

▪ LPACs must also coordinate with testing coordinators so that 
participation and designated supports decisions are available in time 
to make testing arrangements.



Decision-Making Guides for LPACs

▪ TEA is required to develop administrative procedures to implement 

assessment requirements for English learners (ELs).

▪ The regulatory procedural guides are based on 19 TAC Chapter 101, 

Subchapter AA. LPACs should be familiar with these Commissioner of 

Education rules. 

▪ There are two decision-making guides for LPACs: 

▪ STAAR Decision-Making Guide 

▪ TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate Decision-Making Guide

https://www.dropbox.com/s/yesi7bz8qxbyiqq/2. 2018-2019_STAAR Decision Making Guide for LPACs_10.17.18.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xys607t7hgfljct/3. 2018-2019 TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate Decision_Making guide_10.22.18.pdf?dl=0


Decision-Making Guides for LPACs
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▪ LPACs must review and address each section of the applicable 
decision-making guide. 

▪ Each decision-making guide includes the following:

1. Overview of the applicable assessment program(s)

2. Test Participation Decisions 

3. Designated Supports Decisions

4. Documentation of Decisions

5. Additional considerations for the applicable assessment 
program(s)



Assessment Participation Decisions

▪ LPACs are required to make assessment participation decisions 
for English learners (ELs) based on the participation criteria.

Assessment Participation Criteria

TELPAS
• General state English language proficiency assessment required for ELs not 

administered the alternate language proficiency assessment below

TELPAS Alternate

•Available for ELs in grades 3–12 who meet the participation requirements for 

an alternate English language proficiency assessment.

•Participation requirements found on the TELPAS Resources and Language 

Proficiency Assessment Committee Resources webpages

TELPAS Alternate

NAAR or Medical 

Exception

The ARD committee determined that the student met eligibility criteria for 

STAAR Alternate 2 and also qualifies for “No Authentic Academic Response” or a 

Medical Exception, therefore the student will not be required to participate in 

the administration of TELPAS Alternate.

7



Designated Support Decisions
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▪ Accommodation Decisions

▪ Accessibility Features (available to all students)

▪ Designated Supports (locally approved)

▪ Designated Supports (requiring TEA approval)

▪ For the purpose of LPAC decision-making responsibilities, refer to the 

“Authority for Decision and Required Documentation” section of 

accommodation document to determine if the LPAC is authorized to 

recommend the designated support.

▪ There are some designated supports in which the LPAC is the sole authority 

for making recommendations for ELs. Other designated supports require the 

LPAC to work in conjunction with another committee. 

https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/accommodations/staar-telpas/


Designated Supports Decisions
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▪ LPAC’s designated supports decisions must be made on an individual student
basis and in accordance with the applicable decision-making guide. 

▪ Decisions must be based on —
▪ the student’s particular needs for second language acquisition support, and

▪ whether the student routinely, independently, and effectively uses the designated 
support in instruction and classroom testing.

▪ LPACs must coordinate with subject-area teachers (when applicable).
▪ Providing unfamiliar accommodations may hinder rather than help a student.

▪ Designated supports decisions should be made as close as possible to the 
assessment to account for student’s progress in acquiring the English language.
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Accessibility

What is accessibility?

Ensuring that each student can interact 

appropriately with the content, presentation, and 

response mode of the test.

Assessments should allow all test takers to 

demonstrate their knowledge of the content being 

tested without the format of the assessment, non-

tested language, or the type of response needed to 

answer the questions being barriers.

In order to meet this goal, various features and 

supports are made available on paper and online 

tests to students who use the same or similar 

supports during classroom instruction.
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2018-2019 Accessibility Updates

▪ Recording notes in the margins per student directions has been moved to 
Basic Transcribing

▪ For students taking the STAAR grade 4 writing test online, typing the response 
is an allowable accessibility feature for any grade 4 student who needs the 
assistance.

▪ Scientific and graphing calculators may not be used as a calculation aid for 
grades 3-7 math and science.

▪ Beginning with the spring 2019 writing tests, oral administration of revising 
passages and items on paper tests is allowable.
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2018-2019 Accessibility Updates

• The eligibility for English learners (ELs) to receive an oral administration has 
changed to read, “The student is a current EL and takes a STAAR test in English.”

• Additional online Personal Needs and Preferences (PNPs) and tools available in 
spring 2019: refreshable braille, signed videos, basic calculator, Spanish with 
embedded supports, and dictionary tool.

▪ Only Unified English Braille (UEB) (contracted and uncontracted) available for 
STAAR braille tests.

▪ STAAR with Embedded Supports Paper Administration Guides include braille 
instructions. Separate Specific Braille Instructions (SBIs) for content and language 
supports is no longer needed.



Assessment Accommodations

3. Designated 
Supports                       
(w/TEA approval)

2. Designated 
Supports                    
(w/local approval)

1. Accessibility 
Features                   
(all students)



Assessment Accommodations

3. Designated Supports                       
(w/TEA approval)

2. Designated Supports                    
(w/local approval)

1. Accessibility 
Features                   
(all students)



Accessibility Features
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Accessibility Features
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Locally Approved Designated Supports
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▪ These include twelve supports that may be made 
available to students who meet eligibility criteria.

▪ Eligibility decisions are made by the appropriate 
team of people at the campus level based on the 
eligibility criteria and are documented in the 
appropriate paperwork.

▪ Each policy document is organized the same way
• Description of Accommodation
• Assessments
• Student Eligibility Criteria
• Authority for Decision and Required 

Documentation
• Examples/Types
• Special Instructions/Considerations



Locally Approved Designated Supports
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▪ Basic Transcribing
▪ Braille/Refreshable Braille
▪ Calculation Aids
▪ Content and Language Supports*
▪ Extra Time*
▪ Individual Structured Reminders
▪ Supplemental Aids
▪ Large Print
▪ Manipulating Test Materials
▪ Mathematics Manipulatives
▪ Oral/Signed Administration*
▪ Spelling Assistance

*If LPAC recommends these supports for R, W, ELAR, 
then student cannot be reclassified at EOY.



2. Designated Supports

1. Extra Time*

2. Content and Language Supports* 

3. Oral/Signed Administration*

4. Dictionary Policy

a. Read assigned text

b. Create a visual on your Frayer 
Model

c. Add 3 bullets with info (no more 
than 5 words each bullet)

*If given for R/W, student may not be 
reclassified at the end of the year. 



1. Extra time



Extra Time

1. Routinely and effectively uses it during classroom instruction 
and classroom testing;

2. Unable to effectively use any accessibility features or other 
designated supports to address this need;

3. Meets at least one of the other criteria (i.e. student is a 
current EL).



2. Content and language supports



Content and Language Supports

This pop-up 

isolates 

information that 

corresponds to 

each answer 

choice.



Content and Language Supports

This pop-up also 

isolates information 

that corresponds to 

each answer choice.



Content and Language Supports

This is another 

example of a 

pop-up that 

isolates 

information that 

corresponds to 

each answer 

choice.



Content and Language Supports

This pop-up 

provides a formula 

from the reference 

material.   



Content and Language Supports

This pop-up provides a 

supplemental aid 

(i.e., map). 



Content and Language Supports

This pop-up provides a 

visual representation 

(i.e., photograph) of a 

historical figure. 



Content and Language Supports

This is a 

supplementary 

material. Blank 

Punnett squares are 

available for a student 

to use on STAAR 

biology with Content 

Supports. 



Content and Language Supports

This pop-up provides a 

visual representation 

(i.e., photograph) of 

the vocabulary. 



Content and Language Supports

This pop-up also 

provides a visual 

representation (i.e., art) 

of the language in a 

reading selection. 



Content and Language Supports

These pop-ups clarify 

construct-irrelevant 

words.



Content and Language Supports

This rollover clarifies 

text using simpler and 

consistent language. 



Content and Language Supports

Pre-reading text 

appears before all 

reading and writing 

selections. 



3. Oral administration



Oral Administration

Oral Administration

Paper

Test administrator

Document levels

Online

Text to Speech

Do not document levels



Oral Administration

Oral 
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Content  & 
Language 
Supports

STAAR 
Online



What about dictionaries?



Dictionaries

1. LPACs should also be very familiar with the updated STAAR dictionary policy

(Reading/Writing/ELAR) for all students, since it now includes 3rd-5th grades: 

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/191563472/STAAR

+Dictionary+Policy

2. Remember! The use of bilingual dictionaries can now be found under the 

accessibility features (Math, Science and Social Studies). Their use DOES NOT have 

to be documented by the LPAC: https://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/191563472/STAAR+Dictionary+Policy
https://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/


Dictionaries



Online Tutorials and Practice Tests

https://www.texasassessment.com/administrators/technology/

https://www.texasassessment.com/administrators/technology/


STAAR Online Tutorials

When you open the STAAR 
online testing platform, you 
will see a menu of options, 
including “Tutorials.” 



STAAR Online Tutorials

Tabs at the bottom of the 
screen act as a table of 
contents. Each tab contains a 
page that explains the online 
feature/tool and provides a 
short video.

Note: Videos do not have sound 
except for the Speak and Audio 
videos, which only read aloud the 
text on the screen.



STAAR Online 
Tutorials

The second page of each 
tab has a question that 
you can use to practice 
with the feature/tool 
you just learned about. 

Note: The questions do NOT 
contain tested content but are 
only intended to practice using 
the feature/tool.  



STAAR Practice

When you open the STAAR 
online testing platform, 
you will see a menu of 
options, including 
“Practice.”

Here you will find released 
tests for 2017 and 2018. 



STAAR Practice

To practice taking the test 
with all supports (i.e., 
TTS, pre-reads, pop-ups 
and rollovers), select “All 
PNP”.



STAAR Online Practice



STAAR Online Practice



STAAR Online Practice



Instructional Accommodations



▪ Designated supports decisions should be made as close as 
possible to the assessment to account for student’s progress 
in acquiring the English language.

▪ Making a determination for a student the previous year may 
not take into account this progress and must be revisited. 

LPAC Decision-Making Requirements

1/24/2019 52
October 2018



LPAC Documentation

53



Documenting Designated Supports
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▪ The LPAC needs to 
have a record of 
designated supports 
decisions for STAAR
and TELPAS programs.

▪ There are separate 
forms for STAAR and 
for TELPAS. This is a 
snippet of how STAAR 
designated supports 
can be documented. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/c3if8u3tk8ht0zp/5. 2018-2019_LPAC STAAR Participation Designated Supports_10.22.18.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/el1aea2gfzvka6j/6. 2018-2019 LPAC TELPAS Participation  Designated Supports_10.22.18.docx?dl=0


Decisions for Assessments with Multiple 
Administrations

55

▪ For STAAR EOC assessments designated supports decisions can be 
carried over from the fall to the spring and summer administrations. 
▪ LPACs should meet to document any changes in a student's situation that 

have occurred between administrations, especially if a student no longer 
requires designated supports. 

▪ Remember, some supports may prevent the student from being 
considered for reclassification at the end of the year.



Designated Supports Impact 
on Reclassification (Exit) Criteria for ELs
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▪ Students for whom the LPAC recommends any of the following 
designated supports for any reading or writing assessment 
(including English I and English II) may not be considered for 
reclassification at the end of the school year.

▪ Oral Administration

▪ Content and Language Supports

▪ Extra Time



ELs with Parental Denials
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▪ For STAAR assessments, LPACs may not recommend designated 
supports for an EL whose parents have denied bilingual or ESL 
services.
▪ No designated supports
▪ No testing in Spanish
▪ No English I special provision
▪ No unschooled asylee/refugee provisions

▪ For TELPAS assessments, all ELs are assessed regardless of whether 
their parents have denied bilingual or ESL services.



Suggested Forms for LPAC Use
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STAAR Forms for LPAC Use

▪ STAAR Participation and Designated 
Supports Decisions

▪ Eligibility for STAAR English I Assessment 
Special Provision

▪ Affirmation of Asylee/Refugee Status When 
Official Documents Delayed

TELPAS Forms for LPAC Use

▪ TELPAS Participation and Designated 
Supports Decisions 

▪ LPAC Student History Worksheet

New

These forms may be modified and reformatted for local use (Microsoft Word format). School 

districts may require additional supporting documentation and evidence.

These documents will be posted at: http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/lpac/.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/c3if8u3tk8ht0zp/5. 2018-2019_LPAC STAAR Participation Designated Supports_10.22.18.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/v79wj6v65ar2kgh/7. 2018-2019 LPAC STAAR English I Special Provision Form_10.17.18.doc?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/i6uzu7qwui17m3o/9. 2018-2019-LPAC_Asylee-Refugee-Status.doc?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/el1aea2gfzvka6j/6. 2018-2019 LPAC TELPAS Participation  Designated Supports_10.22.18.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yuhdxhnr8c5kkc1/8. 2018-2019 LPAC Student_History_Worksheet_10.17.18.doc?dl=0
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/lpac/


LPAC Student History Worksheet
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▪ The LPAC Student History Worksheet is a multiple-year student 
record that includes: 
▪ number of school years of enrollment in U.S. 

▪ TELPAS reading rating 

▪ assessment decisions

▪ whether student has been enrolled for 60 consecutive school days in a school year

▪ signature and date area for each year’s updated Years in U.S. Schools information to help 
ensure annual accuracy of this important data collection

• The LPAC Student History Worksheet can be found at 
https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/lpac/. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/yuhdxhnr8c5kkc1/8. 2018-2019 LPAC Student_History_Worksheet_10.17.18.doc?dl=0
https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/lpac/


ELs Receiving Special Education Services

60



Assessment Decisions for ELs Receiving Special 
Education Services
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▪ ELs receiving special education services may be administered any assessment 
depending on whether they meet the participation requirements.
▪ STAAR

▪ STAAR Spanish

▪ STAAR Alternate 2

▪ TELPAS (ARD decisions per language domain)

▪ TELPAS Alternate (all domains)

▪ 19 TAC Chapter 101 of the TAC requires the LPAC to work in conjunction with 
the ARD committee to make assessment decisions for these students.
▪ This collaboration helps ensure that factors related to a student’s disability and 

second language acquisition are both carefully considered.



STAAR Spanish

62



Alignment of STAAR and STAAR Spanish

Same: 
▪ Assessed curriculum and item 

types 

▪ Blueprints for building tests 

▪ Achievement standard 
alignment  

▪ Focus on readiness for next 
grade level or course with 
goal of postsecondary 
readiness.

Different:
▪ Language accessibility 

▪ STAAR Spanish native language helps 
students understand language of test.



STAAR Spanish Decisions
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▪When making STAAR Spanish decisions, LPACs must
▪ make individual student decisions (grade-based decisions or program-based 

decisions are not authorized),
▪ use input from student’s teacher(s), and
▪ determine STAAR Spanish to be the most appropriate measure of student’s 

academic progress.

▪ LPACs recommend certain accommodations for students taking 
STAAR Spanish. 
▪ Accommodations policies documents can be found on the Accommodation 

Resources webpage. 

https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/accommodations/staar-telpas/


STAAR Spanish Decisions 

65

▪ STAAR Spanish may sometimes be appropriate for students in ESL
programs. 

▪ Spanish speakers who have recently moved to the U.S. 

▪ ELs who have recently moved from a campus where they were enrolled in a 
bilingual program.

▪ Students who receive substantial academic support in Spanish.

▪ Non-ELs in a state-approved bilingual education program may be 
administered STAAR Spanish if the LPAC determines the assessment in 
Spanish to be the most appropriate measure of the student’s academic 
progress. 

▪ 19 TAC Chapter 101 requires the LPAC to make the decision when a request of 
this type is made for a non-EL.

▪ The LPAC is not responsible for performing the many other LPAC functions 
they carry out for ELs.



Assessment Decisions for Different Subjects

66

▪ Decisions will often vary by necessity because of the design of 
the STAAR program. 

▪ Sometimes it may be appropriate to give STAAR Spanish in some 
subjects and STAAR in English in other subjects.

▪ LPAC decisions to give a student one type of assessment for 
one subject and another type of assessment for another 
subject should be well-justified in the required documentation.



STAAR Special Provision 
and Exemption Decisions 

67



English I EOC Special Provision TAC §101.1007
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▪ The English I EOC Special Provision is for ELs who ― 
▪ have been enrolled in U.S. schools 3 school years or less (5 or less if 

qualifying unschooled asylee/refugee), and
▪ have not yet attained TELPAS reading advanced high rating in grade 2 or 

above.

▪ When enrolled in an English I/ESOL I course, an eligible EL shall not 
be required to retake the assessment each time it is administered if 
the student passes the course but does not pass the test.
▪ Students are not exempt from testing while in the course. 
▪ This provision does not apply to English II or English III.
▪ This provision is not tied to any particular graduation plan.



STAAR English I Assessment Special Provision
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▪ The English I Assessment Special Provision form includes eligibility criteria.

▪ Course participation (semester or school year) and assessment date must be 
documented for each EL that meets eligibility criteria.

▪ Documentation must be completed and discussed with student as close to the 
time of the assessment as possible.

▪ Special provision only applies when student meets eligibility criteria and passes 
the course.

The student may opt to retake the assessment during any scheduled administration if 

the student passes the course but fails to meet the passing standard on the test.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/v79wj6v65ar2kgh/7. 2018-2019 LPAC STAAR English I Special Provision Form_10.17.18.doc?dl=0


Exemption for Qualifying Asylees and Refugees
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▪ Amendment to 19 TAC §101.1005 allows for the exemption of 
certain qualifying EL asylees and refugees from being administered 
a STAAR assessment in grades 3–8 only.

▪ This exemption only applies to those unschooled asylees and 
refugees in their first year in U.S. schools.



Decisions about TELPAS 
and TELPAS Alternate

71



TELPAS Assessments
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Assessments Grades and Language Domains

TELPAS Holistically Rated K–1 Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing

2–12 Writing

TELPAS Online 2–12 Reading 

2–12 Listening and Speaking

TELPAS Alternate Holistic Inventory 2–12 Listening, Speaking,  Reading, 

and Writing



Special Administration of TELPAS 
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▪ In rare circumstances that prevent a student from testing online, TEA may grant approval for a 
special administration of a TELPAS online test (reading or listening and speaking) for grades 2–
12. 

▪ Accommodations cannot be applied—A student may need a testing accommodation that is not 
possible to provide in an online setting. Prior to requesting a special administration of the assessment, 
consideration should be given to accessibility features, locally-approved designated supports, and 
designated supports requiring TEA approval. For information regarding these testing accommodations, 
refer to the Accommodation Resources webpage.

▪ Technology access is precluded—Districts must make every effort to administer STAAR, TELPAS 
reading and TELPAS listening and speaking online. In rare situations where computers or technology are 
absolutely not available, districts may seek permission for a special administration. 

▪ The decision to recommend a special administration of TELPAS must be determined by the 
appropriate team of people at the campus level (e.g., RTI team, student assistance team, 504 
team).



Calculating Years in U.S. Schools

▪ Districts are not changing the value for years in U.S. schools 
submitted in a previous school year. 

▪ Districts are using the data previously submitted to inform data that will be 
submitted this spring. 

▪ The number of years in U.S. schools on record for a student will 
never decrease. The value will either remain the same or increase 
by 1. 

74

https://www.dropbox.com/s/1k1sx3dxinr3eny/10. LPAC Instructions for Years in U.S. Schools Data Collection_10.17.18.pdf?dl=0


Data Collection for Spring 

▪ In addition to years in U.S. schools, other information that will be collected 

includes:

▪ Unschooled asylees/refugees
▪ These students typically lack literacy skills in their first language and basic subject-matter knowledge and 

skills. They may also lack basic social skills and have experienced emotional trauma as a result of their 
previous circumstances. 

▪ Students with Interrupted Formal Education (SIFE)
▪ These ELs attend school in the U.S., withdraw and leave the U.S. for a period of time, and then return to 

the U.S.  The period of time outside the U.S. or the number of times the student is withdrawn from U.S. 
schools is significant enough that growth in English and learning of subject matter are affected. 

▪ These ELs may come to the U.S. with limited or no prior schooling. They typically lack literacy skills in 
their first language, basic subject-matter knowledge and skills, or basic social skills. For the purpose of 
this data collection, include ELs who did not attend school for a period of time such that the ability to 
learn English and new grade level subject-matter knowledge and skills is significantly affected. 

75



TELPAS Alternate Participation Decisions

76

▪ The ARD committee, in conjunction with the LPAC, is required to 
make TELPAS Alternate decisions for ELs with significant cognitive 
disabilities.
▪ For ELs enrolled in grade 2, the ARD committee, in conjunction with the 

LPAC, must review the TELPAS Alternate Participation Requirements to 
determine whether a student is eligible to participate in TELPAS Alternate.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ouzaj8ocjf8go6n/4. 2018-2019 TELPAS Alternate Participation Requirements %28002%29.pdf?dl=0


TELPAS Alternate Participation Requirements –
Grade 2

77

G
ra

d
e
 2

If TELPAS Alternate is being considered for a student’s grade 2 

year, the ARD committee, in conjunction with the LPAC, must 

review questions 1-6 below and select Yes or No as it applies 

to the student. Each Yes answer requires justification that 

contains evidence that the student meets the criterion. To be 

eligible in TELPAS Alternate, the answer to questions 1-6 must 

be Yes. If the answer to any one of the questions is No, the 

student must be assessed with TELPAS. 

If the ARD committee determined that the student met the 

eligibility criteria for TELPAS Alternate and also qualifies for 

“No Authentic Academic Response” or a “Medical 

Exception”, the student will not be required to participate in 

the administration of TELPAS Alternate. 



TELPAS Alternate Participation Requirements –
Grades 3-12
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G
ra

d
e
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3
-1

2

If a student entering grades 3-12 has been identified in PEIMS as 

limited English proficient (LEP), and the ARD committee has followed 

state guidelines to determine the student’s participation in STAAR 

Alternate 2, the student will be assessed with TELPAS Alternate. The 

STAAR Alternate 2 participation requirements satisfy guidelines for 

these students, so questions 1-6 below do not need to be answered.

If the ARD committee determined that the student met eligibility criteria 

for STAAR Alternate 2 and also qualifies for “No Authentic Academic 

Response” or a “Medical Exception”, the student will not be required 

to participate in the administration of TELPAS Alternate. 



TELPAS Alternate Participation Requirements –
Questions & Justification 

79

1. Is the student identified in PEIMS as LEP?

2. Does the student have a significant cognitive disability?

3. Does the student require specialized, extensive supports to access the 
grade-level curriculum and environment?

4. Does the student require intensive, individualized instructions in all 
instructional settings?

5. Does the student access and participate in the grade-level TEKS through 
prerequisite skills?

6. Is the assessment determination based on the student’s significant 
cognitive disability and English learner status and NOT an extenuating 
factors?



TELPAS

80
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TELPAS

TELPAS annually assesses the progress 
that English learners (ELs) make in 

learning the English language. 

All K-12 students classified as LEP in the 
Public Education Information 

Management System (PEIMS) are 
required to participate in TELPAS, 

including those who have parents who 
have declined bilingual/English as a 

Second Language (ESL) program 
services. 



Most of the documents referred to in this portion of the 
presentation can be found on TEA’s TELPAS Resources webpage. 

Resources

1/24/2019 82
October 2018



TELPAS Components
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Grades K-1 Grades 2-12

▪ Holistically-rated 
assessments in listening, 
speaking, reading, and 
writing

▪ Classroom observations 
and student interactions

▪ Online tests for reading, 
listening, and speaking

▪ Holistically-rated student 
writing collection



There are exceptions to an EL being assessed in one or more language 
domain. 

▪An EL receiving special education services

• Decision must be made by ARD committee in conjunction with the LPAC.

• Participation must be considered on a domain-by-domain basis.

• Reason for not assessing student must be well-supported and documented. 

▪An EL from another Texas school district, state, or country who enrolls on or after the 
first day of the TELPAS testing window 

• Will not be assessed by receiving district in the holistically-rated domains.

• Is required to take the TELPAS reading test and the listening and speaking test.

Exceptions

1/24/2019 84
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▪ In rare circumstances that prevent a student from testing online, TEA may grant approval 
for a special administration of a TELPAS online test (reading or listening and speaking) for 
grades 2–12.

• Accommodations cannot be applied

• Technology access is precluded

▪ The decision to recommend a special administration of TELPAS must be determined by 
the appropriate team of people at the campus level (e.g., RTI team, student assistance 
team, 504 team).

▪ TELPAS reading requests are for paper versions, while TELPAS listening and speaking 
requests are for holistic assessments that require training and calibration to administer.

Special Administration of TELPAS
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Note: Special administration of TELPAS is dependent upon TEA approval. 



▪ The Grades 2-12 Online Basic Training Course and calibration activities only include 
the domain of writing.

▪ A separate holistically-rated listening and speaking rater training for those 
educators that will be assessing a student with a special administration of listening 
and speaking test.

• Instructions will be sent to district testing coordinators with all approved 
special administration requests.

▪ After completing the modules and practice activities, certificates of completion will 
be available to print in the scoring summary tab. Certificates are also automatically 
emailed upon successful completion, but may take up to 24 hours to be delivered.

TELPAS Holistic Rater Training
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▪ Calibration must be completed in a monitored setting.

▪ Raters have two opportunities to calibrate.

▪ Local procedures must be established for verifying the completion of 
online courses and calibration activities.

▪ The TELPAS Online Training Center does not save training histories or 
certificates. Accounts and certificates will be purged from training site 
at the end of each training window.

▪ Raters need to print and retain a copy of their training and calibration 
certificates.

Online Training and Calibration 
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▪ The rater manual and test administrator manual will be 
combined.

▪ It is not a required that every rater have a rater manual. 
However, raters must be trained and have the appropriate 
resources for training and rating purposes.

▪ Rater resources can be accessed from the online version of the 
TELPAS Manual for Raters and Test Administrators.

TELPAS Manual for Raters and 
Test Administrators
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TELPAS Rater Resources – Training Purposes
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K-1 Raters 2-12 Raters 

For training 
purposes: 

▪ K-12 Listening PLDs
▪ K-12 Speaking PLDs
▪ K-1 Reading PLDs
▪ K-1 Writing PLDs

▪ 2-12 Writing PLDs

If approved for a special 
administration of listening and 
speaking test, 2-12 raters will also 
need:

▪ K-12 Listening PLDs
▪ K-12 Speaking PLDs



TELPAS Rater Resources – Rater Purposes
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K-1 Raters 2-12 Raters 

For rating 
purposes: 

▪ K-12 Listening PLDs
▪ K-12 Speaking PLDs
▪ K-1 Reading PLDs
▪ K-1 Writing PLDs
▪ TELPAS Student Rating 

Roster

▪ 2-12 Writing PLDs
▪ TELPAS Student Rating Roster
▪ Writing Collection Cover Sheet
▪ Writing Collection Verification 

Checklist

If approved for a special 
administration of listening and 
speaking test, 2-12 raters will also 
need:

▪ K-12 Listening PLDs
▪ K-12 Speaking PLDs



▪ In spring 2018, the assessments for three of the four TELPAS domains 
changed.

• Reading test was redesigned to be shorter with reduced blueprint.

• Listening and speaking tests were administered as item-based 
standardized assessments for the first time.

▪ After receiving feedback from various stakeholders, it was determined 
that there would be a change to the language domains for the composite 
score, as shown below.

TELPAS Composite Score 
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Language Domain Previous Weight Current Weight 

Listening 10% 25%

Speaking 10% 25%

Reading 50% 25%

Writing 30% 25%



▪ ESSA requires States to develop a set of parameters and procedures to 
obtain a composite score based on performance in the remaining domains 
of the English language proficiency assessment.

▪ Students with results for at least two domains will receive a composite 
score.

• This is ONLY applicable to students who have an ARD decision to not 
be evaluated in one or two domains.

• This does NOT apply to students who were absent, received a score 
code of “O” for other, or an “E” for extenuating circumstances.

TELPAS Composite Score and ELs with Disabilities 
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The purpose of the writing audit is to provide ongoing evidence of the 
validity and reliability of the holistically-rated writing component of 
TELPAS. The primary audit activities will include:

▪evaluating the extent to which the writing English language proficiency 
ratings assigned by teacher raters match those assigned by state audit 
raters,

▪gathering feedback from teacher raters on the quality of their training for 
writing, and

▪examining how well educators followed state-defined administration 
procedures to rate writing performance. 

TELPAS Writing Audit – Spring 2019
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▪ Students will be sampled in grades 2–12 from across the state, including all 
20 regions.

▪ The target sample size is 2,000 students, spread equally across grade bands 
and proficiency levels.

▪ Questionnaires will be given to district testing coordinators, campus testing 
coordinators, and to raters and will be used to gather information about the 
training and qualification procedures.

▪ Districts will receive notification after the TELPAS window if they have been 
selected for the writing audit.

TELPAS Writing Audit – Spring 2019
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TELPAS Grade Clusters
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Reading Tests Listening and Speaking Tests

Grade 2 Grades 2-3

Grade 3 Grades 4-5

Grades 4-5 Grades 6-8

Grades 6-7 Grades 9-12

Grades 8-9

Grades 10-12



For the purpose of TELPAS administration, the 
reclassification of a student’s grade level will not be 
allowed during the TELPAS window.

▪It causes an issue within the Assessment Management System 
when student’s grade levels change within the window.

▪All the TELPAS components (holistic, reading test, listening & 
speaking test) should be assessed in the same grade level.

Enrolled Grade Reclassification during 
TELPAS Test Administration
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▪ TELPAS Tutorials
• Help students become familiar with online testing
• Show students how to move through a test, use tools in the test, and work with 

different types of items

▪ Listening and Speaking Practice Sets
• Are two different practice sets (one for elementary and one for secondary)
• Are solely for students to practice on listening and speaking items
• Should not be used for diagnostic purposes

▪ It is recommended that you perform the headset test prior to starting the TELPAS 
tutorial to ensure the headset is set up correctly.
• Headset test is located in the TestNav app under the “Practice Tests” link.

TELPAS Tutorials and 
Listening and Speaking Practice Sets 
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TELPAS Headset Test from TestNav App
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▪ New TELPAS parent resources will include the 
following:
• TELPAS Student Report Cards (K-1 and 2-12)
• TELPAS FAQs (English and Spanish)
• Parent Tips (English and Spanish)

▪ The parent resources will soon be posted on the 
TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate Resources webpage.

TELPAS Parent Resources

1/24/2019 99
October 2018



The TELPAS Reading Blueprints, Listening and Speaking 
Blueprint, and the Speaking Rubrics can be found on the 
TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate Resources webpage.

TELPAS Blueprints and Speaking Rubrics
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https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/telpas/


▪ The text of the stimulus and/or prompt is not available on screen.

▪ Students will be using “click on the correct answer” and drag-and-
drop functionalities, as well as responding to multiple-choice 
questions for passage-based and non-passaged-based items.

▪ Students will need to wear headsets.

▪ Audio is provided for the stimulus/task.
▪ All audio is recorded in a studio; no text-to-speech audio is used.

TELPAS Listening, Grades 2-12

1/24/2019 101
October 2018



▪ Some speaking prompts are intended to solicit shorter responses; 
others are intended to solicit longer responses.
• For simple prompts, students have 45 seconds to respond.
• For open-ended, more complex prompts, students have 90 

seconds.
• The student’s response to the prompt determines the student’s 

proficiency level.

▪ Students have two opportunities to record a response. 
• To interact with speaking items, students will

o use audio capture functionality to record a response, 
o listen to the response, and delete, and 
o re-record if not satisfied with their first response. 

TELPAS Speaking, Grades 2-12
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Some speaking prompts are intended to solicit shorter responses; 
others are intended to solicit longer responses.

▪Two-point item types are fairly simple, such as making a prediction 
based on a picture stimulus or using a simple map to provide 
directions.

▪Four-point item types are more open ended, such as using a series 
of pictures to explain a multi-step process, comparing and 
contrasting, or taking a position on an issue and defending that 
position.

TELPAS Speaking, Grades 2-12
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▪ Developed to determine the score points that should be ascribed to a student’s 
response based on his or her performance on each speaking test item.

▪ Derived from the TELPAS proficiency level descriptors (PLDs).

▪ Should not replace the Texas English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) or 
PLDs.

▪ Should not be used in isolation.

▪ Can be found on the TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate webpage.

TELPAS Speaking Rubrics
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▪ Scoring system may not be confident about certain tests 
that include responses with the following characteristics:

• Technical issues (such as too much static)
• Loud background speech or noise
• Mumbled or faint speech
• Foreign languages
• Not represented by those used to train the scoring 

engine

▪ Sent to human scorers for final rating

“Uncertain Cases”
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Pearson compared multiple headsets in test-like settings using ideal 
spacing to analyze the appropriateness of each headset for 
speaking/listening items.

▪Based on the comparison, the following three headsets were considered by 
Pearson to be the most appropriate for speaking/listening items.

Headset List
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Headset Jack/USB Operating Systems

Kidz Gear wired 
headphones for Kids

Jack iOS 9, iOS 10
Android 6.0

Avid AE-36 Jack iOS 9, iOS 10
Android 5.0

Logitech USB headsets 
H390

USB macOS 10.9-10.12
Windows 7, 10



TELPAS ALT
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TELPAS Alternate

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 
requires each state to administer an 

alternate English language proficiency 
(ELP) assessment for ELs with the most 

significant cognitive disabilities who 
cannot participate in the general ELP 

assessment, even with allowable 
accommodations.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AndrewHallClassroom.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


TEA worked with stakeholders to develop the TELPAS 
Alternate for grades 2-12 to evaluate students

▪receiving special education services identified in PEIMS as 
LEP, and

▪have also been identified with a significant cognitive 
disability.

TELPAS Alternate
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Who will be assessed with TELPAS Alternate?
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▪ Students tested with 
TELPAS

▪ Students projected to be 
tested with TELPAS 
Alternate based on 
2016-2017 data



All ELs in grades K-1 will take the TELPAS K-1 holistically-rated 
assessment for all four language domains.

TELPAS Alternate and ELs in Grades K-1
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▪ Why will ELs in grades K-1 be assessed with the general TELPAS 
holistically-rated assessment and not with an alternate English 
language proficiency assessment?

▪ Based on feedback from various stakeholders, the holistically-
rated assessment was appropriate for this student population 
since:
• K-1 students are not yet identified as having significant 

cognitive disabilities.
• We don’t want to underestimate a child’s potential at such a 

young age.  



▪ Grade 2-12 ELs have to 
meet participation 
requirements:

https://tea.texas.gov/student.
assessment/ell/telpas/

▪ TELPAS Alternate 
Participation Form will be 
posted on the TELPAS and 
TELPAS Alternate 
webpage.

TELPAS Alternate and ELs in Grades 2-12
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Grade 2: 

▪ Participation requirements are similar 
to STAAR Alternate 2.

▪ ARD/LPAC committees required to 
make  assessment determination for 
TELPAS Alternate.

Grades 3-12: 

▪ ELs eligible to take STAAR Alternate 2 
will take TELPAS Alternate. 

https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/telpas/


ARD committees will have to make assessment decisions for students in 
grades 2-12 using the TELPAS Alternate Participation Requirements.
▪For Grade 2:

• The ARD, in conjunction with the LPAC, must review the six Yes or No 
questions in the participation form.

• To be eligible for TELPAS Alternate, the answer to all 6 questions must be 
Yes and each Yes response will require justification that contains evidence 
that the student meets the criterion.

• If the answer to any one of the questions is No, the student must be 
assessed with TELPAS.

▪For Grades 3-12:
• If the student entering grades 3-12 has been identified in PEIMS as LEP and 

is eligible for STAAR Alternate 2, the students will be assessed with TELPAS 
Alternate.

• The ARD committee does not have review the six Yes or No questions in the 
participation form.

TELPAS Alternate: Participation Requirements
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▪Is the student identified in PEIMS as LEP?

▪Does the student have a significant cognitive disability?

▪Does the student require specialized, extensive supports to access the grade-
level curriculum and environment?

▪Does the student require intensive, individualized instructions in all 
instructional settings?

▪Does the student access and participate in the grade-level TEKS through 
prerequisite skills?

▪Is the assessment determination based on the student’s significant cognitive 
disability and English learner status and NOT an extenuating factors?

TELPAS Alternate Participation Requirements –
Questions and Justification 
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No Authentic Academic Response (NAAR) and Medical Exception (ME) will 
be addressed differently for TELPAS Alternate.
▪For Grade 2:

• If the ARD committee determined that the student met the eligibility 
criteria for TELPAS Alternate and also qualifies for NAAR or ME, the student 
will not be required to participate in TELPAS Alternate.

▪For Grades 3-12:

• If the ARD committee determined that the student met the eligibility 
criteria for STAAR Alternate 2 and also qualifies for NAAR or ME, the 
student will not be required to participate in TELPAS Alternate.

TELPAS Alternate – NAAR and ME
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▪ Pilot Test

• Administered over a 10-day window from April 23-May 4, 2018, to 
students in grades 2 through 12 who were eligible to participate

• Preliminary study to evaluate the effectiveness and feasibility of this 
new assessment

• Approximately 2,112 students tested

▪ Cognitive Lab

• Conducted April 30-May 4, 2018

• 21 school districts visited

TELPAS Alternate Pilot Test and Cognitive Lab
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▪ Observable behaviors

• More space needed for teachers to take notes or a separate note-taking 
document

• Examples of student scenarios needed for clarity (to aid understanding of 
observable behaviors for each domain)

▪ Test Administrators

• Training earlier in the year

• More time with the materials

• Post Observable Behaviors in the fall

Cognitive Lab and Pilot Feedback
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▪ The “questions” are called observable behaviors.
• Each observable behavior describes characteristics that students with 

significant cognitive disabilities learning English demonstrate as they gain 
proficiency.

• Observable behaviors were written and reviewed by educators.

▪ Based on teacher feedback, a notes section will be added to each 
observable behavior.
• Educators will be able to take notes throughout the school year.

o However, students may not be evaluated until the assessment window.

▪ Observable behaviors and additional training material will be posted soon.

Overview: TELPAS Alternate Observable Behaviors

1/24/2019 118
October 2018



TELPAS Alternate Observable Behaviors
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▪ TELPAS Alternate test administration manual

▪ Several short PPTs will provide more specific information about 
assessing students with TELPAS Alternate.
• PPTs can be reviewed by teachers in about 10-15 minutes.

• PPTs for each domain (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) will 
include authentic classroom examples written by educators.

▪ Additional training presentations will be provided (e.g. TETN, 
webinars).

TELPAS Alternate Training 
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LPAC Decision-Making Resources
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LPAC Decision-Making Resources:

https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/lpac/

Accessibility Features and Designated Supports: 

https://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/

TELPAS Resources:

https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/telpas/

https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/lpac/
https://tea.texas.gov/accommodations/
https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/telpas/


Contact Information
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Information regarding assessments for ELs: 
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/

Email:  assessment.specialpopulations@tea.texas.gov

Student.Assessment@tea.texas.gov

TEA Student Assessment Division: (512) 463-9536

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/
mailto:assessment.specialpopulations@tea.texas.gov
mailto:Student.Assessment@tea.texas.gov


Disclaimer

These slides have been prepared by the Student Assessment Division 
of the Texas Education Agency. You are welcome to use them for local 
training.

If any of the slides are changed for local use, please remove any TEA 
logos. (You may need to edit the Master slide.)
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